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Mr. Simon Browne, 
in Vindication of the RI GH T of 4 2 
People to Satisfaction concerning the 
|] FAITH of their Miniſter. 


| [In Anſwer to his REMARKS publiſhed in 
a Letter to the Reverend Mr. Thomas 
Reynolds, on the Conduct of the Society] | 
| late under the Paſtoral Care of the Reve. || 
1 rend Mr. S Samuel Pomfret. 
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To the REVEREND 


Mr. Simon Br omne, &c. 


REVIIEND SIR, os 5 | 
SETS? ON peruſal of your Letter to the 
. Reverend Mr. Reynolds; on Occaſi- 
on of his Funeral Sermon, for the 
late Reverend Mr. Pomfret, and 

nis Preface to it: I could not avoid 
SSQmyq reflecting on an Obſervation fre- 
made, that Men of diſtinguiſhed Capaci- 


quently 


ty, are ſometimes permitted to fall into ſome act 


of Folly, to their Humbling and Reproach. 
WHrHartver Satisfaction the Enemies of our 
common Chriſtianity may take, in the many 
Wounds, which our late unhappy Controverſies, 
and the angry Method, in which they have been 
generally managed, have given to the few Remains 
practical Piety ; methinks every ſerious Perſon 


cannot but be affected, with a ſenſible Diſquie- 


tude, and heartily wiſh to ſee thoſe Flames expire, 
which Pride, and Prejudice have kindled , and 
have been too too long by learned Men maintaig- 
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Ho concluſive ſoever your Reaſonings with 


Mr. Reynolds may be, they loſe their Force, and 
Janguiſh when introduced in the unjuſtifiable Me- 
thod yon have taken in your Letter to him. The 
Laity cannot help concerving Prejudice againſt an 
Author (however diftinguiſht his public Charac- 
ter is) that appears to deſign chiefly perſonal Re- 
flections, as I think is manifeſt you have done, in 
an inſulting and unguarded Manner. 'Thro' the 
greateſt part of your Letter, you appear uncloath- 
ed of your Character, as a Miniſter of Chriſt; and 
ſeat your ſelf in the Scorner's Chair. . 

Tux Method of Reproach which you ſeem to 
take Pleaſure in, is not poſſibly defenſible, as it 
refers the Character to be fill'd up, with all the 
Circumſtances of Vileneſs, which an ill-natur'd 
Reader can ſuggeſt. OT 

To what good Purpoſe are your many Inſinu- 
ations reflecting on Mr. Reynolds, or what real Ser- 
vice can they be ſuppos d to do, either to Truth, 
or Peace? Had Love, and Benevolence, temper d 
your Debate, making allowances for apprehend- 
ed Miſtakes, inſtead of appearing with a Superci- 
lious Air of Infallibility and Contempt, (however 
diſguiſed) your Conduct had been more becoming 
the Gentleman, and the Chriſtian. 5 
No Vindication of an Article of Faith, even 
of the greateſt Importance can juſtify a Violation 
of. Chriſtian Temper, or Practice, much leſs a 
difference of Opinion about the proper Methods 
of ſecuring it. If Authority was aſſerted in a late 


Caſe, to which all were requir d to ſubmit, I know 


nothing of it; Iam ſure no ſuch Submiſſion either 
could, or ought to be enfoxced. Every Man is 
undoubtedly to judge for himſelf, and has Direc- 
tion of his own Actions (having made impartial 


Search) in that Way he ſhall judge moſt acceptable 


to God, and conducive to the intereſt. o Reli- 
g10N, 5 „ WP TE 


Fey | 


F Ir, as you tell us, Page 6. tlie Reaſon of your 
Animadverſions, on the Commendations, which 
Mr. Reynolds has been pleas'd to give of the Con- 


duct of the Society, late under the Paſtoral Care 


of the Reverend Mr. Pomfret is, that he has made 
That an Handle for cenſuring and reproaching his Bre- 
thren, and on that Account is blame worthy. Are 
not you, Sir, by the ſame Rule ſelf-condemn'd, in 
racking the Cenſures and Reproaches of your Bro- 


ther, to your own Remarks on their Conduct? 
'Unleſs you claim the ſole Right to throw about 


your Scandals without Controul. 


Iss kourp not have attempted to appear in this 


publick Manner (it being out of my Province) 
were I not preſſingly importun'd by my Brethren, 
who think themſelves very ill treated, to eſſay a 
Vindication of their Rights, and the Right of e- 
very Chriſtian Society, to deſire and .endeavour 
Satisfaction concerning the Faith of their Mini- 
ſter. 5 R OS 
Lam a Member of that Church where the Re- 
verend Mr. Denham is now Paſtor ; I was particu- 
larly inftrumental in procuring his Settlement a- 
mong us; I was active in all the Steps taken: 1 
know what Demands were made, and by whom, as 
well as what Mr. Denbam's Compliance was; and 


hope to vindicate our Actings, as agreeable to our 


natural and inherent Rights, and to juſtify our 
Conduct both as Prudent and Chriſtian. 

. Taz Character of the late Reverend and Pious 
Mr. Pomfret, is too well eſtabliſhed to need any 
Vindication in this Letter, and his Memory will 
be precious to Thouſands, in ſpite of all the meat 
and pitiful Remarks you have made to depretiate 
it. Lou are pleas'd to take notice of Mr. Rey- 
nolds's mentioning one Expreſſion, which gives you 
great Offence, That he pronounc d his Brethren left 
of God (referring to 15 Diſpute at a - 


4 
(490 

and quote it, as if intended, in an abſolute Senſe, 
which common Candour would ſoften, and deter- 
mine, as it really was, viz. That in his Opinion, 
in that particular Caſe, they were left to the gui- 
dance of their oun Spirit. 
Was not 
his Life? And was it a Crime in him to relate a 
Matter of Fact without any Comment of his own? 
If the Part you acted in that Aſſembly, ſavour d 
of the ſame Spirit your Letter is full of, how far 
you were left of God, I refer to the Judgment of 
the ſerious part of Mankind. 


You _ have omitted the Sneer, without lo- - 
of the Beauty or Ornaments of your Let- 


ſing any 
ter, when you ask d Mr. Reynolds whether he thought 
this fine Saying was utter d under Inſpiration. 

Fins Sayings, Sir, he left to ſuch polite Geni- 
us's as yours. I ſhould greatly rejoice, if by all 


your ſine Sayings it was evident, that you have as 


many Seals to your Miniſtry as he had. 
His ferious Spirit, Sir, ought not to be ban- 
tred, though his fervent Zeal' might happen to lead 
him into fome Indiſeretions. 

Non did his other Sayings that if he had a Thou- 
fand Hands, he would Subſcribe with them all, need 


w 


your learned Explication, the meaneft Reader 


would have underſtood it, as well without, as with 
F 


ur Fine Comment. | | 

Byr I am apt to thinkfthe worthy Mr. Pom- 
Frets Memory, had eſcaped the Laſh of your Pen, 
had it not been for the Pleaſure you take in abu- 
fing Mr. Reynolds. | | 


FYAcrts with you that, I is not the Saying of 4 


Man on either Side, be he wiſe or weak, that muſ 
determine what is right, but the Merits of the Cauje. 
And therefore F hope, that the World will not give 
into the Reaſonings of Mr. Browne, on the heap 
of Suppoſitions, which the former part of his Let- 
ter is ſtuft with, nor conclude from thence, * 

+ the 


Mr. Reynolds collecting Memoirs of 
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= tie Condudt of the Society is Unjuſtifiable or Imper- 


tinent, until the Cauſe is heard. 

HAvk you not told the World, Sir, P. 7. 
That Mr. Reynolds has not thought fit particularly t0 
communicate the particular Way and Manner, wherein 
this People thought neceſſary to bring their preſent Mini- 


ſter to the Teſt. 


Have you not amus'd the Reader then with a 
jumble of Facts, with as much Aſſurance and Tri- 


umph, as if you knew the whole Tranſaction, with 
all the Circumſtances of the Society that made 
their Conduct prudent? 


Hap you not given Mr. Reynolds's Account, a 
Conftruction agreeable to your own Scheme, there 
had been no fach lorious Opportunity of pro- 
claiming your own 3 Judgment, or refledi 
on his 2 How far Mr. Reynolds's Relati- 


on is Fact, and how wild your Chimera's are, will 


beſt appear, when I come to conſider, and ſtate 
the particular Method, the Society threw their 


Management into, with the Reaſons that determi- 
ned them ſo to do. 


Tus Method in which the Society proceeded, 
and which I am ſtill of Opinion was both Prudent 
and Chriſtian, in order to ſecure a Regular and Sound 


Mſiniſery, is in Mr. Reynolds Preface, Page 2. 


thus related © Seeking God together in a Solemn 
Manner, taking reaſonable Time to confult, and ad- 
* wiſe with one another, informing themſelves, as far 
* as they had Opportunity, of the Character, and Prin- 
ciples, of thoſe they had an Eye upon, agreeing, that 
whoſoever they ſhould entruſt the Care of their Souls 
withal, He ſhould give them Satisfaftion concerning 
* his own Faith, in that Way and Manner, which un- 
* der the prefe ent Cireumftances of Our Times, they 
* thought fit, and neceſſary to deſire. e 
I this Paſſage Mr. Reynolds is acting the Part 


of an Hiſtorian, and has repreſented naked Fa. 


x 
* 


18 1 


Ox 


(5 5 
Os the Death of Mr. Pomfret the Society 
1 met, and conſulted, and came to the 


olution mentioned, wherein I apprehend, and 


hope to demonſtrate, they acted agreeably to their 
Rights, both as Men, and Chriſtians, and that what 


they did, under their particular Circumſtances, 
was Prudent and Chriſtian. | 


. 


Ir an Enquiry into the Character of a Miniſter 


is not one prudential Method of procuring, and 
of ſecuring, a Regular Miniſtry, J am at a loſs to 
underſtand your Meaning of the Terms Proper, 
and Regular Miniſtry. It is indeed poſſible, that 
after all the Care is taken in this Method, a par- 
ticular Society (for concerning ſuch is the preſent 
Debate) may ſettle in what you eall a Lay-Brother. 
But ſhould this be the accidental Event, it cannot 
be faid to ariſe from any Impropriety in the Me- 
thod, unleſs it ſhall ſtand charged with an evident 


Tendency to ſuch a Reſult which, I believe; 


you will not be ſo abſurd, as to aſſert. It muſt 
then be occaſioned either by a too negligent, and 
ſuperficial Enquiry, or (what we have no Coneern 
in) from a Notion entertained by the Society, 
that a Lay- Brother may regularly be called to the 
Miniſtry. And ſome ſuch Societies, you know 
there are profeſſing Chriſtianity. It therefore does 


not follow, that becauſe ſuch a Settlement may 
poſſibly happen, the Method ſpoken of is not 


Prudent nor Proper. 


I norE you will admit that Mr. Denham is 


regularly called to the Miniſtry, otherwiſe, I be- 
heve, you muſt difown your own Regularity, which 
I will not ſuppoſe you willing to do; and yet this 


Method the Society proceeded in, and it hath iſ- 


ſued in a very Comfortable, and Regular Settle- 
ment. 5 18 ; 
I po preſume by Regularity, you mean the ſame 
thing with the Society, and I am ſure, I ſpeak 
their Sentiments, as well as my own, when I ſay, 

it 
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it conſiſts in theſe Things, viz. That the Perſon have 


a liberal Education in that Way, and in ſuch Sci- 
ences, as qualify for the Miniſterial Office. That 


he be Regularly ordained, I mean, by the Impo- 
ſition of Hands by Presbyters. That his Life, and 


Converſation, upon ftrict Enquiry, be found be- 
coming the Office. Theſe things I judge, Proper, 
and in the Caſe before us have been ſearched in- 
to. Surely the Character to be enquired after, 


reſpe&s the Perſon concerning whom the Enquiry 


is made, both as a Miniſter, and a Chriſtian, un- 


leſs. you think a Miniſter, as ſuch, is a Perſon of 


no Character. 982 

Y ov have notyndulged us with a Diſplay of your 
own Sentiments, with reſpect to a Regular Mini- 
ftry, and informed us, whether any, or what part 
© the Character was to be enquired after. You 
might perhaps furniſh us out of your redundant 
Wiſdom, with a Catalogue of other Methods, thar 
might be hereafter a Guide to the Churches: 
Though we have hap'ned to center to our entire 
Satisfaction, without ſuch additional Knowledge. 


Nor does Mr. Reynolds aſſert this to be the only 


Proper one, but in general, that this among others 
may be called Proper too. EH 
Pa GE 7. you proceed to make ſome Remarks, 
on the Prudent ad Chriſtian Methods taken to ſecure 
a ſound Miniſtry among us, viz. They ſought God toge- 
ther in a ſolemn Manner, they have taken reaſonable 
Time to conſult, and adviſe with one another; and t 
have informed themſelves, as they had Opportunity of 


the Character and Principles of thoſe, they had their 


Eye upon. Thus far ou ſee nothing imprudent, nor un- 
chriſtian, that is to ſecure a ſound Miniſtry, and I 


will add a Regular one too. 


How happy is it that Mr. Browne will think fo 
filly a People, acted in any Inflance either Chriſtian, 
So Ty 5 
N | 15 


(5) 

Ex the Name of that People I would return you 
Thanks for your Teſtimony. We cannot but very 
much value your judgment, as, your ſanction to any 
of our Actings will doubtleſs paſs Muſter, where 


Mr. Reynolds may fail, and juftify the Propriety 


of our Conduct. 


FTuvs far, at leaſt, the Game is play d into ur 


own Hands, You have taken the venerable Charac- 
ter of one of or Triets, What a Reputation will 
your Teſfimony give us! What a bright Figure 
will this Part of our Conduct appear in, now 


you like and approve it, and carry your Name, and 


Honaur as well as ours, to the very tip of the tail of 
Time! Thus far, I hope, you will as well as Mr. Rey- 
noldi recomtmend the Example, as worthy of Imitation, for 
every Man, you know, will what he likes, aud is 
conformable to his own Semtiments. No doubt, they will 
feonys aft at wife Men, and good Chriſtians, who aft, 
as you think fit to dirett and appornt. - © 
Yau" o on in the fame Page with your Re- 
marks, EX. 3 | „ 


Tus r ale agreed, that whoſoever had the Care f 


their Sons entyaſted with him, ſhould give them Satis- 
faction concerning bis own: Faith, in that Ny, and 
Manner, which under the preſent Circuniftances of our 
Times, they thought fit and neceſſary to deſire. In this 
Part of their Ccndn& (good Man!) you are not 
clear that it was either Prudent or Chriſtian. 
'Fars, Sir, is the grand Queftion, which is the 


rimary Intention of this Letter to debate with 


you; and endeavour to vindicate. 


WHrHrtrHtr'& particular Society of Chrifticms have 


4 Right to defire Suti faction concerning their Miniſter's 
Faith, in that Way and Hamer, which under the pre- 
ſent Circumſtances of our Times, they think fir and 
neceſſary ; and whether if fach Satisfaction be de- 
fired, the Society herein acts imprudently and un- 

chriſtianly: I hall, | ö 
4 5 | FiRsT, 


(9) 
Fist, endeavour: to ſettle this Right, and 
then vindicate the Society in their Method of a&- 


ing in that particular Way in which they deſired 


Satisfaction. | 
| Bur, before I proceed, I think. it neceſſary to 


obſerve, (becauſe it may give ſome Light into the 


Affair) that you omitted in the Quotation from 
Mr. Reynolds, under the preſent Circumſtances of our 
Times. ., Had you mentioned this Paſſage, it might 
have ſpoiled the Glory of your Deſign and Inſult. 
We 75 the Society think thoſe Words very mate- 
rial. We know that ſome Miniſters have embrac'd 
the. Arian Scheme; and whatever your Notions 
may be concerning it, that Society would never 
conſent to have ſuch a one knowingly for their 
Paſtor, And 'tis hoped, you will permit them to 
judge for themſelves, at leaſt, until you condeſ- 
cend to inform them, by whoſe judgment they are 
neceflarily obliged to regulate both their Faith and 
GG ( + 3 dr Gn T8 nr TO On 

WͤAr a glorious thing was Liberty, and judg- 
ing for ourſelves, when the Affair of Salters's- 
Hall was in Agitation! How warmly. has it been 


| defended from the Principles of Chriſtian Liber- 
ty! But now the Scene is ſhifted, and the real 


Deſign unfolded, and we poor Laity are told, that 
ve have no Right to enquire into the Faith of our 
Miniſters; I is Imprudent and Unchriſtian. ey 

THrs, I-preſume, is a dangerous Innovation, 
and a notorious Violation of the Rights, and Dig- 
nity of the Miniſterial Office. But will not ſuch 
a Scheme embeliſh the Catalogue of the Reaſony 
for the Contempt of the Clergy? ? 
© Ir ſignifies very little, Sir, to exclaim againſt 
Councils and Synods, and to expoſe the Abſur- 
dity of ſubmitting to their fallible. Deciſions, and 
at the ſame time run into another. Extream, equal- 
ly deſtructive to the Rights of Mankind, by claim 
ing in its Conſequence an Independent Power; let 


_ 
64% } » 


1 (100 | 


” * * * 


your Dictator's Chair be at Rome, or London, it's not 
of any Conſequence to the Chriſtian People, with 
reſpect to their natural inherent Rights, if they 
RT. Cnr nie. 

_ Fax Queſtion then to be diſcuſt, is not whe- 


ther a Society of Chriſtians have a Right to oblige 


a Miniſter to believe any certain Articles of Faith, 


which they ſhall be of Opinion are naturally de- 


ducible from the Word of God, and a Part of 
Divine Revelation, or to form a Creed to which 


they would Authoritatively require the Miniſter's 


Conſent. _ No, Sir, we pretend no ſuch Power, 
and ſhould think it would be an invading the Au- 
thority of our Lord Redeemer, and inconſiſtent 
with the Obligation that both Miniſters and Peo- 
ple are under, to ſearch the Scriptures in the beſt 
— they can, and judge for themſelves. It is 


a ſtanding Maxim with me, on which all Religion, 


as ſuch is built, that no Society, by what venera- 


ble Title ſoever diſtinguiſned, has a Right to im- 
poſe a Creed upon another: Nor does the neceſſa- 
ry Satisfaction of the Society pleaded for imply 
ir. But on the contrary, ſuppoſes the Creed already 
made, and the Minifter's Belief ſettled. 
Tux Satisfaction reſpets what the Miniſter's 
Belief is, and is far from being an Obligation up- 
on him, to ſubſcribe Articles of Faith , whether 
he believes them or not. nw 
No can I conceive this Claim invades any 
Rights and Priviledges, that really belong to the 


the Miniſterial Office, becauſe the Satisfaction 


askt may be denied, and in Conſequence the Re- 


lation of: Miniſter to that People be refuſed, and 


the People may ſeek out and elect another, con- 
ſiſtent with their own Rights, and his too. Each 
2 Maſter of his own AGings, and has a Negative 


or himſelf, and no jy done. Nor is it diſpu- | 
ted, whether it be expedient to have a ftanding 


Miniftry in the Church. It is agreeable to = 
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| Office it ſel 


5 6443” 

Will of God, that proper Perſons be appointed, 
and veſted with neceſſary Powers, to act in all 
publick Miniftrations of Religion. This, I adnmt, 
1s evident from the Reaſon of the Thing, and is 


conſonant to the Apoſtolical Rules. 85 
Bur no | ey ii have a Right to the 
by any ſpecial Entail , either by the 


Law of Nature, or by the Scripture Settlement, 


(but where God was pleas'd to interpoſe by Laws 
of Peculiarity) excluſive of others of proper Abi- 


BEE. .: oe 

Ix ſuch a Right be ſuppoſed under the Goſpel 
Oeconomy, it is neceſſary it ſhould be known who 
the Perſons are, and their Right and Powers clear- 
ly proved, before any Claim be allow'd in Conſe- 
quence. of it, if not, it muſt he admitted a very 


reaſonable "Thing to ask, by what Authority the 


Perſon acts, to which others are neceſſarily obliged 
G ͤ -N „ 

Ir this Right be an Incloſure, Reſtrain'd, and 
Excluſive, it is a daring Uſurpation in others to 
act in the Paſtoral Relation. Nor will the Society 
be at Liberty to ele& any, who have not theſe, as 


yet unknown, and peculiar Characteriſticks. When 


theſe Perſons with their proper Signatures, and 


Enſigns of their Office ſhall appear, we may be 
able to judge even of your Right to the Character 


you ſuſtain. Methinks, tis pity, the Laity ſhould 
be without your Directory, in this Caſe, it might 
prevent their invading ſome ſpecial Rights by 
Charter entail'd, on a particular Set of Men, as 


yet unknown to us. 


Tnis, Sir, is an Affair of too great Conſe- 
quence and Importance to the Laity, to be given 


up, without the cleareſt Proof, as we apprehend 


it a point of Right; and that it may ſubject the 
the Worſnip of God (to which we Laity think our 
{elves Guardians, as well as the Clergy) to be di- 
rected by ſuch, as ſhould overthrow the very Prin- 

: . ceiples 


EL. | 
; 
. 
eiples on which, we ſhould think, all Proper Reli- 
gious Worſhip is founded. You know, Sir, it is 
this pretended Right, and Superiority, has involv'd 


the Chriſtian Church in endleſs. Diſputes, and the 


— Cauſe, will uniformly produce the Tame Ef- 
ects, 1 | | A J PR , 1 
Ix this be too abſurd to be defended (as I be- 


That Perſons uniting in particular Societies for 
Religious Worſhip, have the ſole Original Right 
of nominating ſuch Perſons, as after diligent En- 
quiry, and proper Trials, they ſhall maße moſt 


fit, and proper, to preſide over, and Miniſter a- 


* 


dent Ine of another. | 8 VEE 
2 Ir this be not the Caſe, vou might well 19 8 
pour Time, Sir, to inform the. worſhipping Aflem- 


mong them. Societies, thus formed, are indepen- 


lies who muſt appoint for them. 5 
Tuxù natural inherent Rights of Mankind are 
not alter d by the Laws of the Goſpel, or Apoſto- 
lical Conftitutions, they are leſt as they were, an- 


tecedent to Revelation. There are particular Qua- 


lifications, and Rules laid down in Scripture, feſ- 
pecting the Office of a Miniſter, as a Chart for 
the Electors to conduct themſelves by, but here 
the Society are the only proper Judges for them- 


Zlves, unleſs they are to be moved by meer Me. 
chaniſm, according as the External Weights. ſhall 


de rer mine, 1 


Fs 


No particular Tiers are appointed by Divine 


Authority, without whoſe Approbation the Soci- 
£ty are not at Liberty to chuſe. However pro- 
per that Method may be for meer Order ſake, 
yet it is a Truſt repoſed by the People, for their 
more general Satisfaction, but not in Oppoſition 
to their own Right of judging: And perhaps 
Jome of them may be found as capable" Bt It, as 
the Miniſters themſelves. . Other general Rules 
are to be obſerved reſpecting Order and Decen- 


CY, 


1 
o 
„ 


N 
cy, which are at the Diſcretion of every particy- 
far my, 

Ir Chriſtianity ka mee any Alterätion i in the 
Societies natural Rights, it is neceſſary that ſhould 
be-proved by ſome Ar, and poſitive Text. This 
would oon ſilence all Controverſies about Chureh 
Power, and Minifterial Authority. 

U 11 this be done, I ſee no Reaſon why the 
Lait Mould be treated with K or ban- 
ter d out of their Rights, under the Notion of be- 
ing Impertinent. * 8 * a 1011 

Fox my own part, I have a great Veen sd 
and Eſteem for all ſerious Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
and always treat them with Reſpect, accounting 
them worthy of double Honour, tho I cannot 
think that there are, Jure Divino, Perſons in Eo 
A Office, who have a Ri hr to Superiori- 

over, or to have the abſolute Direction of the 

Faich of the Laity. Nor can J admit they ſhould 
be exalted at the Expence of the Rights Nef the 
People: Or that the Character of pe, belongs 


_ excluſively to them, I rake the People to be a Part 


of God's Heritage. 


Ir there be any invariable Method reſtägen 
ſor the People, in the Choice of their Miniſter, 


over ruling their natural Right, let it be known, 


and it ſhall. be Religioufly obſerved, until ſuch 
Rules from Scripture Authority be produced, 
that in all Reſpects, and in every Circumſtance, 
we are enjoined to pay Obedience to, we ſhall act 
according to the beſt Light we have, nevertheleſs 
open to Inſtruction, and willing to be informed; 
but the Method muſt not be anter, but Argu- 
ment. i 

Bur Kapponnig not granting, ſuch Alterati- 
ons could be proved; Pray who is judge of the 
proper Boundaries of them ? Where will you gen- 
ter the Power of Final Deciſion in caſe of Diſ- 
pute * 


8 | 


Directory. 
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I norz.you have not ſuch exalted Notions. 
the Miniſterial Authority, to ſuppoſe it is ſettlec 
foleh in the Clergy of any Denomination, it will 
ſurely require a better Proof, than you are able to 


give. Nor, can you ſay they are leſs Infallible, 


than many that can be found among the Laity. 

A LaTE unhappy Difference ſufficiently con- 
vinces us, that you are very fallible Judges, ei- 
ther of Faith, or Prudence. RC] 

Non has any particular Perſon an immediate 
Commiſſion from God, to act as a Miniſter in any 
particular Church. Could ſuch an immediate Com- 


miſſion; be produced, no doubt it would be fre 


Banz, K e and did yon know of any ſuch 


Inſtance, L, preſume you would not have omitted 


it, to honour your Triumph over the Chriſtian 
People, and by ſuch Inſtanee would have effectu- 


ally proved what you have aſſerted, That the Peo- 


ple have m Right to be ſatisfied about the Faith of 
their Miniſter, in that Way and Manner they think ne- 
ceſſary, becauſe ſuch a Commiſſion muſt have obli- 
ged the Society to ſubmit; let his Faith be what 
it will, leaſt they ſhould act oppoſite. to the ſuppo- 
%% iGo oi in . 
Non does Ordination by Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, 
ſuppoſed to have the ſole Power, give any Perſon 
a Right to Miniſter in any particular Congregation, 


without their Conſent; becauſe ſuch a Poyer given 


by the Society would be ſufficient, if the Ordina- 
tion ſhould. be refuſed. And ſurely, the People 
may 7 he's a Bleſſing, and humbly hope, they may 
ſerve God in an acceptable Manner , under the 
Want of refuſed Ordination; unleſs it can be pro- 


ved that God has poſitively determined any one 


inrariable Method to be obſerved, in order to the 
Being of a Miniſter. If you can prove this, you 
will be very kind to oblige the Church with that 
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I vovrp not here be underſtood to deny the 
| Expediency of Ordination ; no, I agree. fit and 
: proper to be done for the ſake of Order, but tis 
; one Thing to allow it for that End, and another 


i to aſſert that it conveys a Power to adminiſter in a 

| particular Society without their Appointment ;. or 

5 to aſſert that a Man cannot be a Miniſter without 

f ſuch Ordination. The Rights of the People ſtand . 

1 unimpeached either Way. FT =2 any 
bal Is As, I hope, I have evinced, they have a Right 

1 to Chuſe, ſo I think they muſt of Conſequence have 

þ a Right to Judge, who. is moſt likely to fill up that 

4 Relation, and anſwer all the Ends of their Choice. 


Without this, the Rights pleaded for would be of 
no Service. The Miniſtry is to be conſidered as 
a Means to an End. If the People have a Right 
to the End, they have a Right to all the neceſſary 
Means leading to that End, and that inaliena- 
ble”, 7: | = ; | 
Ius Defign of the Miniftry is the People's 
| Good, and conſequently they muſt either judge 
for themſelves, what Miniſtry is moſt proper to 
anſwer that End, or ſome-body muſt judge for 
; them by Divine Appointment, becauſe this Right 
: muſt not be parted with without it. 
Ir is not in the Matters of Eternal Importance, 
as in Civil Rights, where Perſons may part with 
any, or all, theſe being abſolutely in their own 
Power, which the Rights pleaded fr are not, be- 
" cauſe of the prior indiſpenſible Obligation they 
are under to God, to do the beſt they can to fave 
their. own Souls, and to make uſe of the beft 
Means in their Power, accommodate to this End, 
| without being determined in an Affair of this 
N Conſequence, by the judgment of Perſons, equal- 
I; fallible, and liable to Miſtakes as themſelves. 
Ix they have a Right to judge, they have a4 
Right to all the proper Means, by which they may 
form a judgment, and are anſwerable for any eo | 
bes 5 b lowed 
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1 
lowed Neher therein. The Affair is of too 
weighty a Nature to be taken upon Truſt, nor is 


the Matter to be lumpt, however ludicrouſſy you 
may think or write about it. 
Ir ſuch Prudential Care be not taken, the So- 
their Conduct. The particular Methods of Infor- 
mation and Satisfaction, muſt. be left to the Soci- 
ety to judge of; and nothing but what appears 
to:them Rational, and SatisfaQory; ought. to be ac- 


- And ſo far as, I have heard of the particular 


ciety will have no rational Grounds to juſtify | 


Method, qbſerved. by the Difſenters, it is agreea- 


ble to this Principle. et e 
. Wrar can juſtify. the Manner of their Ordi- 
nations, but proper Satisfaction? Have Miniſters, 
as. ſuch, RATES, to oblige the Candidates, 
to make a public Confeſſion of Faith, and to an- 
ſwer ſuch Queſtions as are uſually propoſed on 
ſuch Occaſions? It is admitted none can oblige 
them to aſſiſt in the Ordination of a Perſon, of 
whoſe Abilities, Faith, and Converſation, they 
are not ſatisfied. And is it not equally Rational, 
that the Society ſhould have Satisfaction, in theſe 
Particulars too, without incurring the Charge of 
acting either Inprudent or Uzchriſtian ? Or muſt that 
be conſtrued doing a Righteous Thing, when Mi- 
niſters only are concerned, and Unrighteous and 
Unchriſtian, when the People endeavour Satisfac- 
tion? This is ſurely, too barefac'd a Complement. 
Good Sir, review your own Conduct, leaft the ob- 
ſerving World ſhould retort the Charge. 
. Gov is to be worſhipped in that Method, 


which is moſt acceptable to him, nor is any one 


obliged to be determined . by any human Autho- 
rity, to follow any particular Method, but every 
Mag ought impartially,co ſearch the Scripture, and 
judge for himſelf; and tho he ſhould be ſingle in 


f 1 
14 


» 


bis Qginion, when fo formed on the Word. of 
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| (17) 
Sold fincerely ſearched, he ought to a& agreea- 
ble to it, otherwiſe he will be chargeable wath 
vile Inſincerity; conſequently tis his Right, and 
ſnauld be his Care, and Concern to make Choice 
of ſuch a Perſon, under whoſe Miniſtrations he 
[apprehends, he may maſt aceeptably ſerve his 
God. Nor can I conceive how a ratienal Cheiee 
can be made without the Satisfaction . for. 
Ix is foreign to the Queſtion to ſuggeſt, that 
acceptable Worſhip: may be paid to God, without 
-entring into the Account of the Miniſter's Faith 
or Doctrines by him taught. Of theſe the Judg- 
ment is to be 2 by comparing them with the 
Original Standard; whoſoever. in religious Socie- 
ties, formed by Virtue: of the Chriſtian Charter, 
ſhall reach thoſe Doctrines, which are judged an 
the moſt honeſt Enquiry, to be contrary to thoſe 
taught in the Word of God, do in theſe Particu- 
lars preach a new Goſpel, nor can acceptable 
Worſhip in ſuch Particulars be paid, becauſe it is 
in the Enquirer's Opinion, departing from the 
Rule of Worſhip; conſequently ſuch an one can- 
not rationally hope for Acceptance, as under his 
preſent Apprehenſſons, he would thereby rather 
proyoke, than honour God the Qbje& of Worſhip, 
who requires Truth in the inner Parts. Beſides 
this would be ſubſtituting your ſelf in the room 
the Society to be their Dictator, vhoſe different 
Sentiments are not to be over-rul'd by your Judg- 
ment, how-ſyperior ſoever you may apprehend. it. 
If others differ from him, he ought not to cenſure 
or reproach them, may endeavour to inform and 
2 them, but leave _ final- —_ — 
their I ts to their on Judgment, under the 
Cal Inſertion of their Judge. 
EER Society, and every particular Member 
have a Right to judge of the Law 
recting their Conduct, and of all the Doctyines 
of the Goſpel, as wm: of Faith. And here 
ore 
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fore they are of conſequence to judge what Mini- 
ſter as a Means, or Inſtrument, is moſt likely 
to aſſiſt in both, and to reject him, when they find 
he holds, or preaches ſuch Notions as are deſtruc- 
tive of both; unleſs it can be proved that the So- 
ciety ought to be unconcerned about both, and 
may be ſo without any Degree of Guilt. 
TuEIE is ſurely a very wide Difference be- 
tween allowing ſuch a Miniſter to be a Chriſtian, 
tho Erroneous, and claiming a Right to Satisfac- 
tion, whether he is proper to be received as the 
Miniſter of a particular Society. I believe you 
would not take upon you to declare, that a Perſon 
who believes E. G. Tranſubſtantiation, or Image 
Worſhip, is no Chriſtian: And yet, I hope, you 
would not condemn a Society of Chriſtians, who 
ſhould refuſe ſuch an one to be their Miniſter, or 
ſhould endeavour to be ſatisfy' d, whether he did 
believe theſe Doctrines or not: If a Society ought 
to be juſtified in theſe Particulars, why not in o- 
'thers, that they apprehend. to be of equal, or 
greater Importance in Religion? The ſame Rea- 
Jon that will juſtify any Enquiry at all, will juſtify 
the Society in their Enquiries about any Articles 
of Faith whatſoever. 1617 Fra 
Tux ſame Right, or Authority, that will juf- 
tify the Removal of a Miniſter, or vindicate any 
particular Member's withdrawing from their Mi- 
miſter, | either when he ſhall teach thoſe Things, 
which in their Opinion are directly contrary - to 
Divine Revelation, or when the Irregularities of 
his Life ſnall render him unworthy of the Mini- 
ſterial Character; I fay, the ſame Reaſon will ju- 
ſtify their Refuſal of him at firſt, and vindicate 
their judging before as well as. after the Choice. 
The Right and Duty is the ſame; nor is there 
more Authority neceſſary for the one than the 
—_—_— 1. b obo 1 


2 * 
* * 


Ting) 
Ir the Miniſter had an inherent Right. (the 
indelable Character upon him) it would not be 
in the Peoples Power to remove him: And I know 
it is not, in ſuch Caſes, where it is aſſerted, and 
by the ſecular Power ſupported and maintain d. 
But the Caſe is different with the Diſſenters. The 


Relation is mutual, and ſubſiſts ſo long, and ought 
no longer than as it anſwers the Ends of it, when 
they appear not anſwered, the Right, and Power 
reverts to the People; the Relation is to be di- 


ſolved,” and the Society of Right may and ought to 


proceed to another Choice, from whence they may 


rationally expect better Service. Surely, if the 
Doctrines taught are in the Society's Opinion, 
after a ſincere Search, inconſiſtent with the Chri- 
ſtian Revelation, the ſteady Regards they ought 
to have to thoſe important Truths, will juſtify 


their withdrawing, or not continuing their Mini- 


ſter. And I think the Reaſon much ſtronger, 
why they ſhould be ſatisfied before the Choice of 
the Perſon propoſed. to be their Miniſter, becauſe 
it may prevent a great many ill Conſequences that 


, 
1 


may attend an after Breach. _ _._ WH 

Ir Satisfaction about a Minifter's Faith be not 
the undoubted Right of the Society, I muſt quit 
that which I always thought, and do ftill think a 
vatuable Branch of my Nonconformity. Were 
your Notions ſteadily purſued, they will, in my 


Opinion, effectually eſtabliſn the Power of a Pa- 


tron's Preſentation, and for ever render ſuch in- 
excuſable, who do not ſubmit to it. 

A Satisfaction about Articles of Faith is of in- 
finitely greater Conſequence, than about the law- 
fulneſt of meer Forms and Ceremonis. 
Ix Satisfaction about Articles of, Faith is not 


Proper, or is an Unrighteous Thing, What ſubſiſting 5 


Reaſon can there be to juſtify am Trial of a Mi- 


niſter's Abilities, before his being Elected? With- 


out the Suppoſition of the People's Right to Satis- 
5 Ah ER ns faction, 
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faction, the Society may take the firſt Offer, let 
= Peſo $ Belief of Scripture Doctrines be what 
"This'would be an eaſy Way of Prote- 

rg and perhaps ſecure the eſigtüng Miniſter 
frotd being Cr ey let his Princip les be never 
fo Wader to tlle Principle of "Chriſtianity. 
Surely, Sir, we have a further View in the Choice 
ea niſter, than the 3 of his Per- 
„Voice, and 1 and are concerned for 

bis Furniture for the Miniſterial Office, and in # 


Principal Manner for his Notions of choſe Truths, 


Which we belleve to be the fundamental 


Doctrines of hriſtianity. We think oo ſelves 


e to be partitularly careful on this Head 
Enquiry, as we pprchend 3 it to be of the greateſt 
ftmportance to our Spiritual Enptorement, and 
Peace: If other Societies - habe different Senti- 
ments, it is no Rule for our Conduct, but we leave 
them to act according to their own Judgment, and 
Diſcretion. 8 
TFob ask, pag. 10. 7 hh maſt have this Furie act. 
un? 1 agree with you in the Anſwer, without 
a . They, aud only. They, who habe 4 Right 10 he 
Man 5 = 


Text this Right i is in the Soclety, I Dar 805 


fore proved, and if the whole have this Right, 
Katt articular Member of it has the ſame for 
is aid if, he is not ſatisfied, or ſuch Satis- 
Faction i8 denied him, he is at Liberty peaceably 
to withdraw from the Society,” and place EH 
under a Miniſtry, where he may have Satisfatti 
on; for none by RE by the Chriſtian Ditec- 
toty to join with one pa icutar Society for tht 
publick Worſhip © Cod anal all the Varieties, 
and Didterentes” of "Chriſtians; thay, it becomes 
Ar Duty not to habe Church Cotninunion, where, 


fter an honeſt Raminatien, „ they apprehend the 


Truths of the, Ne ey are not taught, but on the 
r- e and N whith 


4 . | are 


if 


R oP: ny 44 


„ 
are directly contrary to the Chriſtian Revelation: 
This in its Conſequence would be to diveſt Jeſus 
Chriſt of his Authority, as Law-giver, and is a 
vile Proſtitution of Conſelence to the S of 


others, who ought to prove their Infallibility be- 
fore ſuch # ſubmiſſion be admitted. A Man muft 
firſt judge for himſelf, whether Communion with 
ſuch a particular Society is either lawful, or pre- 
ferable; and if he finds he cannot do this with a 
ſafe Conſcience, it would be Sin in him” to hold an 
exterflal Communion: As the Obligation to be 


2 Chfiſtian is the Evidence we have for the Truth 


of Chriſtianity, ſo the Obligation to be of one 
particular Church is Founded on the Evidence, 


that the Church maintains no Doctrines 3 


cial to Religion, or makes no Terms of Commu- 
nion, which cannot be ſubmitted to without inva- 
ding the Rights of Conſcience. Tlie meer being 
of this, or that particular Church is a voluntary 


Act. Now it does by no means appeur clear to 


me, that the beſt Communion can be choſen, ex- 
cept by chance, if to the utmoſt of our Power we 
do not take all fitting Methods of Information 


and Fatisfaction. | 


Tr this be not allowed, I ſee no need at all of 
Thought, or Care in the Choice of Church Commu- 
nion, the Perſon is equally juſtified, ' whether he is 
of a Popiſn, or a Proteſtant Society.” © 
Ix any thing ſhort of Satisfaction about Do&- 
trines to be taught, as well as Terms of Commu- 
nion impoſed, either ought, or rationally can, de- 
termine the private Judgment of an Honeſt Chri- 
ſtian, truly deſirous to approve himſelf ts God, in 


this Particular: I would be very glad to know what 


it is, or how ſuch a Conduct can be juſtifed 1 
apprehend an Obligation, to make the beſt Choice 


we can of Church Cochrwunion, implies in it, a 
ſincere Endeavour to have the Satisfaction pleaded 


for, and that this only can juſtify the Choice macle, 
os N if 
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if after all we ſhould happen to be in an involun- 
tary Miſtake. | 10. acne | | PROD. ©. 8 | yr CI SET 
Ir is admitted the Society ought not to acquieſce 


in the Judgment of any fallille Trier of Orthodoxy, 


becauſe this would be to be determined by Hu- 
man Authority in matters of Faith, and is incon- 
ſiſtent with the ſteady and immediate Regards we 
ought to have to our great Lord, who is the ſole 
King in his Church. The Society whoſe higheſt 
Intereſts are concerned, are to be ſudges of their 


Miniſters Orthodoxy for themſelves. That which 


concerns all in the Matters of God, and Conſer- 
ence, 9 4 to be approved by all, nor has any o- 
ther Perſon, or Perſons, a Right authoritatively to 
interpoſee. D enigrttit e e 

Ir is indeed (as you fay) poſſible, though I 
ſnould with reluctance admit the Suppoſition, that 
a Miniſter may impoſe. upon a People, and talk 
after à Syſtem, or Catechiſm, or an eſtabliſped Article, 
and ſubcribe to all, though he does not believe one 
Jota of it. In ſuch a caſe the Society cannot 


guard againſt the meer poſſibility of being impo- 


{ed upon; however they will have Peace on Reflec- 
tion, that they did all that was in their Power, to 
ſecure a valuable Goſpel Miniſtry, to themſelves ; 
and if after all they ſnould be deceived, the Power 
aſſerted, and pleaded ſor, will juſtify their with- 
drawing from his Miniſtrations, and Maintenance, 
whereby ſuch an hypocritical Miniſter, would find 
nn od 5 oe 5 

In this caſe I no way plead, that Subſcription 
in any kind is a ſufficient Security: the Man that 


is to alt the hypocritical Part, will not only De- 
clare, but Subſcribe, and in any Manner, to ob- 


tain the End he has in View... 
Non am I in the leaſt concerned, to vindicate 
Subſcription, ir being no Part of tne Conduct of 
this Society, whatever you have ſuggeſted, but the 
Rights of the People, to have Satisfaction * Ho 

| b ; aith 


1 know pg remedy; the People, have left, but this, 


(23) 

Faith of their Miniſter; without being either Ju- 
prudent, or Unchriſtian in ſo doing. The Powers aſ- 
ſerted to be in the People, is the moſt probable 
Way to obtain Satisfaction, and ſhould it fail 
of Succeſs, it will no way impeach this Prin- 
ciple. | 5 e Es 

N ox is your Argument of any Weight, that 
becauſe the People may be in Error, or are not Orthodox, 
therefore they have no Right. Whether they are 
ſo or not, their Right is the ſame. They are to 


judge for themſelves, and it is ſuppoſed, that they 


ground their Faith, on what appears to them to be 


clear Scripture Evidence, and which I apprehend, 
.does bind their Conſciences, for whatſoever is not 


of Faith, is Sin, The Obligation is upon them, 
with a Non Obſtante to all human Authority. 
Bur pray Sir, who muſt be judge, whether the 
Society. be in Error or no. Without informing the 
World in this particular, you are in my Opinion, 
only begging the Queſtion, and ingroſing all Truth 
to your ſelf, no doubt by Virtue of the Right, 
a Priviledge annexed to your Office, though this 


is paying your Underſtanding too great a Compli- 


ment. This Argument, I confeſs, would be unan- 
ſwerable at Rome, upon the Principles of their 
Church, but not ſo on Proteſtant ones. This has 
ever been the Support of Tyranny, over Conſci- 


ence, and the Pretence that thoſe, who happen to 
be of different Sentiments in Religion, are in an 


Error, have always kindled the Flames in every Age 
of Perſecution, . and will never fail of depriving 
Mae of their moſt valuable Privilidges, if ad- 
mitted. Vin 46 . 1011 | | 5 

Ir the People muſt be deprived of this Right, 
upon Suppoſition of. their being in an Error, you 
may as well tell them roundly, that Doctrines 


tau ht, are of no manner of concern to them, be- 


caule afterall. it is poſſible they may be miſtaken. 


to 


” 
1 0 - . th — , . 


to the Chriſtian. 


(24) 


to venture your Diſpleaſure, and to do what you 
call an unrighteous, or an impertinent thing. For my 


own part, I think, every Society of Chriſtians, 


have a Righ to chuſe ſuch a Miniſter,  as' on the 
ſtricteſt Trial and Examination they are ſatisfied 
will preach thoſe Doctrines, which they apprehend 
are contained in the Seriptures, and of | anc: 


| P. 12. of carrying the 
gation, is merry ror 
Sir, ſubſeribe? Madam will you ſubſcribe ? 
Sage wit yo 1” whether the Churches will think fit, 
to 5 70060 500 r Directory, I can't ſay, poſſibly they 
may chin n whether it be fitting or not, that they 
have a Right to be ſatisfied about cheir Miniſters 


Your grave Propoſa 
Teſt ad the Congre 


Faith. Surely there is ſomething more neceſſary to 


Satisfaction, whether a Perſon is qualified to be a 
Miniſter, then to be a Communicant at the Lord's 
Table, or a Member of a particular Congregation, 
and even in this caſe the Society are to judge too, 
whether he is fit for their Communion, by compa- 
Ting all things with their Maſter's Will, where the 
Terms of Communion are ſettled. If the Society 
mould happen to be in an Error, after an honeſt 
Examination of their Bibles, with a tender Regard 
to the Honour of God, the Miſtake is involun- 
tary; nor is the State of the Perſon denied Com- 


munion, in the leaſt alter d by it, with reſpe& to the 


Favour of God. But whatever Right, a Chriſh- 

an though erroneous in vg me of the Society, 

may have to the external munion, no one 

Has a ng whe * eng nels In 6 till the Soci- 
e {at of his Fitnels in ey Nelped, 

an e e doſe hin. N. 
1 12 What is the Pint in which « Pep 


| h rode Jan fe „as to the Faith of their Mini. 
oh 


anſwer, och about the Defirine of the e- 

'wer Bleſſed Tien, in Oppoſition to the Arian” Hereſy, 
The preſent” Point in publiek Debate: Bat about 
every 


5 


(25 
ebery Hoctrine i in Op ofitior, to every a hend- 
ed Exref. If they We 4 Right to 4 py in 


1 they have in #iy Article of Faith: 
55 


with you, char there are many other Er- 

rors ng&erous Corſcquichee 1 in Religion, befide 
"= . — A Le Peopl es care is tõ extend to them 
ef apprehended'Fmportance, 

0 ue 4 Nez © 0 85 How forcible, 

= evident” is you? ( melafton! that becauſe there 
Are other Errors of Aero e Confoquente beſides 
che Ariau, therefore the People have no Right to be 
ſatisfied whether their Miniſter 1 is an Arian or not, 

of it is Bigertinent and Lach viſta, to inſiſt upon it. 
So that Matters are brought to 4 fine State, this 
18 lümpinz Bargain, E confeſs, in favour of Error, 
it 3 1 now paſs muſter without Fear of being de- 


Is ir Unchtiftian to war againſt the Opps thaw of 
che Höctrine of che ever Blelſed Trinity, becauſe 
there are in the World Tritheifts, and Soeinraiis? 
of dyes Mr. Lo rl or any one elſt aſſert, that 
the fötmer ottght* to confine our Zeal? No Sir, the 
Multitucke of Errors, chat are broached among us 
mould en our Eoncetn, and quicken our 
ligence, after Satisfaction about al Truths, anch 
not be produced as an Argument, to be uncoficer- 
ned about any one patticular Error. 

WII! but yu object P. 7. Surely there may be 
1 of requiring Sai} arri thoight neceſſary by a 

e, that are neither juſt,” nor Renſonable, and in 
uch to coniply with theiy Denia ndr may be neither Pru- 
dent hor Chriſtiay. 

I kd" riot chat Mr. Nen has alſerted an 
Obligation on Miniſters to comply with the De- 


matids of & People which they ſhall judge neither 


Priddent* nor Chriftiah. Fhe Conduct of Miniſters, 
is under their own Direction, and they ought ro do 


nothing for 1 which their Conſciences Will in Fife 


to one, reproch them for Inſincerity. Nieſe are 
E Rights 
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( 26) 
Rights of their own which ought to be ſecured, 
and vindicated as Sacred, and may be effectually 
done, without any Violation of the Rights of the 
People.' As the People have a Right to judge what 
is fit and neceſſary for their Satisfaction, ſo Mini- 
ſters have an equal Right to judge for themſelves, 
how far it may be Prudent and Chriſtian to comply. 
Nor is the Preſervation of theſe Rights inconſiſt- 
ent, but may be mutually preſerved, unleſs it be 


ſuppoſed that any one Particular Perſon has a Right 


to the Miniſterial Relation, antecedent to the Choice 
% 5 
Warar I admit, that there may be ways of re- 


quiring Satisfaction thought fit and neceſſary by a People, 


that are neither juſt nor reaſonable, and in which to com- 
ply with their Demands, may be neither Prudent, nor 
Chriſtian, how would this contradict any thing Mr. 
Reynolds has advanced? has he not particularly re- 


ter d to the Conduct of the Society, under their pre- 


ſent Circumſtances, and aſſerted their Right to act as 
they have done both as Men and Chriſtians * I ſhall 
lay the Conduct of our Society before the World 
to judge, whether our Requeſts were juſt or Chriſti- 
an, and Mr:Denham's Compliance prudent, or rea- 
fonable, under our Circumſtance.” : | 


. F . 


Bur how Sir, mnſt we be deter r 


and neceſſary for a People to demand? Is it not 
equally reaſonable to ſuppoſe that a Miniſter may 
be a Humouriſt, and refractory, and no more a com- 
petent judge what is fit to be refuſed, as that 2 


Body of People ſhould inſiſt on an Unrighteous or 
an Unchriſtian Demand. Or it may be in your Opi- 


nion, the Peoples judging what is fit and neceſſary is 
to be lodged with Perſons of an Ecclefiaſtical Cha- 
"racer. Really Sir, I have no ſuch mean Opinion 
of a Society of Chriſtians to imagine, that they 
would deliberately inſiſt on an Unrighteous Method, 
nor do I know of any ſuch Congregations : If there 
are, neither we, nor Mr. Reynolds from any 1 
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that appears in his Preface, are concerned in their 


Vindication. Nothing will juſtify an Unlawful, Da- 


righteous, or Unchriſtian Action. It may be worth 


your Pains to ſet down proper Criterions by which 
the judgment may be formed of hat is ft and ne- 
ceſſary, to be demanded at all times, and under e- 
very poſſible Circumſtance, and of what is ſit and 
neceſſary to comply with. A hairs Breadth, beyond 
which ftandard it will be both Inprudent and Un- 
"righteous, either for the Miniſter or Society to act. 
Herein you might do good Service, be a guide to 
the Churches, and abundantly prove your Superi- 
or Capacity, till this be done, be perſwaded, that 


the People are as cautious, and as capable of judg- 


ing, as Miniſters are ſuppoſed to be. 


Tus Sir, I have ſent you my Thoughts on this 


Subject in the beſt manner, my multiplicity of Bu- 
ſineſs in Life will admit, ſubmitting my ſelf to the 
Judgment of others, how far I have proved the 
Peoples Right ro Satisfatftion, concerning the Faith of 
their Miniſter. | | 5 | 
I ſhall in what remains lay before the World, 
the Method by which the Society conducted them 
ſelves, in the Choice of the Reverend Mr. Denham, 
to be their Paſtor. e 1 
Upo the Death of the late Reverend and 
Pious Mr. Pomfret the bereaved Society came, inter 


alia, to the following Reſolution. That whoſoever 
ſhould become their Paſtor, ſhould before his Elec- 


ro give them Satisfaction, concerning his own. 
Faith of the Doctrine of the ever Bleſſed Trinity. 


Tris Reſolution” was thought neceſſary under 
the preſent Circumſtances of our Times, and is foun- 
ded on the Principles of Right, which 1 have af- 
ſerted, and I hope maintained in the preceding 
Eſſay. This is what Mr. Reynolds in his Preface 
has truly repreſented, and I think it does equally 
guard againſt the. Tritheiſtical and Sabellian, as 
well as the Arian Scheme, tho' the latter.1s par- 
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” T&F} 
ticularly mentioned, as being the Subject of the 
late Debates, in a more ſpecial Mapner, than any 
of the other Errors. Nor can I conceive the 
Benny of your Bewarks, Pag. 13. ſuggeſting, that 
to avoĩd N one Hereſy, we neceſſarily fall into 
— 


another. Antecędent is the Beli of the ever 
Bleſſed Trinity, the Relative is Hereſy, in every 
Branch, oppoſite to that Belief, and the Arian 
Hereſy in particular, as the Error of the preſent 
ay). . Gy — you endeavour to expoſe 
d it th 
Tur Characder of the Reyerend Mr. Neubam, 
hana been agreeably recommended to ſame of 
Sumber, he was deſired to preach to the So- 
= when he took Occaſion in a very free, open, 
and explicite Manner, to declare his Sntiments 
of the NoGrine of the Trinity, in his 5 050 Terms. 
The Apprehenſions the Society have of that Nac- 
trine Sir, are founded on Seri Tiger Evidene and 
not barely human Authority. 


concerned what yqur Judgment of us is, whether 
we are Right and Sound Believers or not: Becauſe we 


think we haue an equal Right to fit as Judges 17 


your Orthodoxy, as you may claim on -qurs. 

who judgeth us is the Lord, to whom in Sincerity 
we Wh that we deſire both to know, and 40 
his K 1 


ted on that Head of Enquiry; yet to our great 
Surprize at our next Church Meeting it was ſug- 
geſted, that either Mr. Denham was an Arian, or 
a Favpurer of that Scheme, and ſome anonymous 
Letters were produced to ſupport it. I think it 


expedient to mention this, becauſe Pag. 8. o dare 
ſay there wat no Charge enbibited againſt him, as to 
[oy Fai ith a une e 8 e rs of glau- 


FS | ” 


Ping 


his may ſerve as an 
nſwer to your Queries, Pag. 11. We are not 


Tue this publick Declaration in a full Alem- 
bly vas generally approved of, inſomuch as it was, 
apprehended, no further Difficulty would be ftar- 
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| demned for eſfaying eyery lawful Method 
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ping the Toft er him. e en dove Jay, 
ah was the Accident that us tg us 
de Method be dd. Tus ider; 
Minds of many wich jealous Thoughts, and hat 


an apparent Teadency to interrupt our Harmony, 


which was laboured to be preſerved by ſome of 


us, who knew and feared the diſmal Conſequenee, 


and the Pificulty of ſettling and maintaining a 


good Decorum in Io large a Society, under their 


preſent melancholy Circumſtances. 
Ap are we, Sir, to be arraigned, and con- 
to F6- 
coneile the 1 Intexeſts? Or are we to be 
2 om the Attempt, becauſe it hes pot 
our San&ion ? We had not gene into thoſe Mear 
| my had not this Accident happened, or had we 
not apprehended it a Remedy adapted te the Eyil 
feared. If we muſt nat have followed the Diftates 
of our own Judgment, to whom muſt we have 
ſubmitted eur Conduct? It ſeems te be hut ane 
Remoye from Herely to ask Adyics of Mr. Re- 


ualde; and what if ſome ſhould have as mean Opi- 


nion of yours? But to be plain, ws fallawed nej- 
ther, hut guy gyn, as we think we had a Right 
to do hoth as Mey aud Chriſtians, - 

Many 19d Exagiples we had before us of Brea- 
ches in Neighbouring Churches, an the Chaiee of 


a Miniſter, to excite gur greateſt Care te prevent 
the ſame Miſchief: And J believe yau are not in 


ſenſible it may r in a N Pallte, as 
Q 


| Knqwing Society of Right and Sund Believers. Na 
wonder then a lilly Peaple ſhould be 1 in Bale 
on this Account. 


Vazlous Methods of Healing were proper, 


and this at length was concluded te be meſt expe- 
dient under our preſent Circumftanges, that a Letter 


ſhonld be ſent to Mr. Deubam, ſign d by ſome ef 
N __ to which he mugs be « dere to _ | 
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his ſpeedy Anſwer, which at a proper Time ſhould 


be communicated to the whole. 
Ar the Requeſt of my Brethren, I drew up the 
Form of a Letter, that was ſign'd by ſeveral of us, 
in which we requeſted Mr. Denham would commu- 
nicate to us in Writing, in explicit Terms, his Sen- 
timents of the Doctrine of the Trinity, as alſo 
his Apprehenſions of the Obligation on Miniſters, 


when publicly, and in proper Manner called there- 
to, to ſubſcribe the ſame. 1855 


To this Letter, Mr. Denham ſent us his An- 
ſwer, wherein after an Appeal to his public Mi- 
niſtrations, and Subſcription on the public Records, 
he gives us his Sentiments of the Doctrine of the 
Trinity in Terms clear, ſtrong and unexceptionable, 
and declared his Readineſs at all Times, when in 
à proper manner called thereunto, to ſubſcribe his 


Belief of, and Adherence to the Doctrine of the 


Trinity. | 35 , 

Ax is there any thing in Mr. Reynolds's Ac- 
count diſagreeing with this Conduct, that you ſo 
freely impeach his Veracity ? Or is there any thing 


in it, that deſerves the hard, ſevere Charge of Im- 


prudent Duchriſtian and Unrighteous, that you ſo un- 
mercifully fall upon the Society : Or can ſeeming 
Conſtructions, and giddy Suppoſitions with the 
fubſequent Conduct give you Peace on Reflection? 
Or is your Example in the Liberties you have ta- 
ken, worthy Imitation? Let the World judge. It 


may poſſibly give you a Reputation to the lateſt Po- 


ſterity, but I fear not to the Advantage of your 


Character, or Station in Life. 

I May appeal to all the ſeparate 8 
ons in this City, even thoſe under the Care of 
Non- ſubſcribing Miniſters, whether they have not 
done as much (the meer Formality of giving under 
their Hands by Letter excepted) and of equal Va- 
lidity for: the Satisfaction of their reſpective Con- 
gregations. Have they not all, or the greater 


Num- 


1 
F 
þ 


98 


Number of them declared from the Pulpit their 


Sentiments of the Doctrine of the ever- bleſſed Tri- 
nity. And does not the Circumſtance of Time 
plainly evince, that this was done for the Satisfac- 
tion of the Society, to which they were related? 
Why all this Clamour then againſt us? Perhaps in 
your Opinion this was a York of Supererogation, and 
a piece of Drudgery, which for divers good Cauſes 
and Conſiderations them thereunto moving, they 
thought fit and neceſſary to be done. No Noiſe 
at all made of any Unchriſtian or Unrighteous De- 
mand. Were the People in this Caſe impertinent 
or pragmatical or uiſer than their Teachers ? I trow 
not. If there was no Right in the People to Sa- 
tisfaction, how comes it to paſs that the Requeſt 
muſt be indulged? Can you foreſee all the Train 
of terrible Conſequences, that ſuch a Compliance 
may lead to, and end in? Is it not to be feared, 
that the People may make more Demands, to the 
Infringment of your Chriſtian Liberty? And ought you 
not to have obſerved the Rule Principiis obſta, and 
cruſned ſuch a ſpreading Evil in the Buddings 
thereof? But I fancy you like, and by your Cons 
duct approve this Method of Satisfaction, and there- 
fore no one muſt dare, on pain of your higheſt 
Diſpleaſure, to contradict it, tho other Methods 
equally good are ger ens and Unrighteous, 2 
Arx the Meeting of the Church appointed for 


the Choice, Mr. Denham's Letter was read, in or- 


der to antidote the Poiſon with which many of 
eur Members were infected, and it 3 deſired 
Effect, we came to an amicable Choice, contrary, 
I believe, to the Expectation of thoſe, who beſt 


knew our Confuſions, inſomuch, that even ſuch 


as oppoſed, did with great Chearfulneſs join in 
the Letter of Invitation. When ſome other once 
flouriſhing Churches are either decayed, or quite 
diſſolved, we are now happy in an acceptable uſe- 


ful Miniſter, and enjoy Truth with her Brother- 
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wo erben ing ted reſide in our Sevelomin, 1 ct 

Furs, Sr, & a. Hast tir Pos the lum colony 
thy: e e, einer rhe People nun #07 Mar is ur 


all miſhepriſencd. g oh wh 
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MI. Ru ee Noni in hi 
tür Mir Denn aud dichevs fron 


fins of i Try in ful — Forms, 
HG hav done chis ir ir mike Fe; nd: E dare' ſay 
would-no6 ſeniple doing the fame Thing agaim ane 
again under the fare Cironmiſtarivesz of fouled 
any feridus-Pebſoti, write ta him for His Sentiments 
en the Doctrige: of che Triniry, or any other Ar- 


tice 6f Pep" een, road not ſeraple . 


i you ti odr ane wilde coule 
think ſueh a Bekker 0 
an Auſwer to it a HH of i Þ Know 


hot: R ſeems probable Gf vom continux im the 


fame Mood voti were in; wok + 
Letter): that thet Enquiry yoaltd HN rejected with = 
Contoriqr, arch treated with” a Air of Reſent- 
Wente, leaf your Name at the Bottom of a Letter 
foul ith ' bEadvariced' inte 4 Chary = 
Hber,- whiohjav far a9" T\ 
Hav Writ, int Letter before 
as cite? AW 


„Bor » where, - Sir. bos Wk. Regul ih hits 
Mr. :Denhartr fighett-the Not thine: you mae allthis 
Rout about it, if her has; Mr. Reynolds is ff in 
Fact; if notz-'tis a mee Gon jeceure of your own; 
and: the frigitfub Image of your heated Inagine- 
tion; meer Prete of OGuixotiſi And woulck recom- 
mend it to yo cooler Theaglres if you” aft eve 
cool om the Suljectʒ how you carr j uſtify / 


o Grit you | 


our beinga 
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ok Suppoſitions, and Conftructions, as real Fact? 


Obſerving this to a particular Friend of yours and 
mine, Mr. $. M. and ſhewing him the Paſſage, he 
was afteniſhed at it, the Evidence of the Charg' 
aſht in his Face, as he read it; but after a Faule, 
grafely faid, he would confult you upon it, and on 
| Return declares himſelf convinced it is not fo, for 
be has your Word for it, v7 ip), viz, That you 
aſſert nothing at all, there is nothing in it, you on 
ſoo 'trouically, you knew it was not true, it was only 
4 little Banter, you had a mind to be merry, that's all, 
range Reply! Tou acknowledge there was no 
Truxh in it, and yer the World muſt be led into 
Opinion chat it was ſtrictly ſo, and the Im: 
prelſions made on the Reader's Mind, muſt be 


Nase with your venerable Name in Front and 
nr in Front and 


Inerz, Sir, Fou will neyer forgive yout fatf 
aj in Juice to Frith contradict g old Proverb 
Kar invenies panttentem Clericum. Whenever vol 
appear again from the Preſs, it will be very kind in 
you, to hx an Aſteritm to ſuch Places, where your 
are in Earneſt, that weak People be not enfnared, 


E 


and miſtake, your Meaning, or elſe be allowed to 


"A&I IAL ZE ALS £1! 2 ieee N by 
believe you are.always in Jeſt. 


To conclüde, as on the one Hand we ſhall not 

yalue your Charge of being, ee | Tuperti- 

' nent, or Utrighteous, or your Cenlurs of being wiſe 
than our Teachers, when we endeavour after Fan- 

lter in Matters of Faith; lo neither ſhall we 

inlilt upon any Thing, that we. are convinced is 
Unxeaſonable, of impoſe any real Hardihip on our 

' Miniſter, to deſttoy his Peace, Comfort, and Uſe- 

_ ... fulhefh among us; nor have we Reaſon to doubt 

| Þ of kis ready, Concurrence, with every Thing, he 
| ſhall judge fit to be done for our Peace and Edi- 
fication, conſiſtent with the Rights of bis dn 
Cönſcience; and in this Method we promiſe our 
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2 thro the Bleſſing of God mutual Com- 
ort. | 
Tux deep Concern, which I deſire always to 
maintain in my Mind for the Intereſt of Religi- 
on, obliges me to wiſh in the Bowels of Feſus (how 
much ſoever you may think it becoming your 
Character to ridicule that Expreſſion, or to load 
Mr. Reywlds's Name with Contempt for uſing it) 
that ſome. healing Methods might be found out 
to cure our unhappy Diviſions, and to ſubdue, and 
for ever baniſh that unchriſtian Spirit, which has 
with ſo much Fury raged amongſt us. Will the 
Time, never come, when the Miniſters of the Go- 
ſpel of Peace will as one Man agree to hold the 
Unity of the Spirit, in the Bond of Peace, to u- 
nite againſt the common Enemies of the Chriſ- 
tian Name, its Intereſts, and Honour? Shall the 
Dwellings of Zion always be laid waſte? Shall the 
rich Talents of the Leaders of the Flocks be im- 
ployed to their Reproach, that ought to be ſacred- 
ly devoted to their ſolemn Work? When will the 
unnatural Reſentments, and reproachful Conteſts 
end ? Is the Wound incurable? Is there no Re- 
medy? Can no Terms of Reconciliation be pro- 
poſed ? Oh the Chariots of Irael, and the Horſe- 
men thereof! Where is the Lord God of Elkjah! 
Tf you cannot agree in one prudential Method of Sa- 
tigaction, which ſurely might be done, if your 
Paſſions did ſubſide, agree to promote the com- 
mon Good of your People, and to provoke one 
another to Love and good Works. This will ef- 
fectually undermine the Expectations of | thoſe, 
who wait for, and would greatly rejoice at your 
Halting, and ſenſibly relieve, -and diſſipate the 
juſt Fears of thoſe, who wiſh well to the Cauſa 
of Chriſtianity... How happily would the preſent 
Controverſy end, if each, with united Zeal, and 
„„ coy e ee reno a OOY 
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peaceful Conduct would aſſert and maintain the 
Faith once delivered to the Saints, and all Names 
of angry Diſtinctions ceaſe, and be ſwallowed up 
in the Love of Truth, and one another.. 


2 am, 
Reverend Si 75 
Mur very humble Servant. 
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ö T HE preceding Sheets Were long inch PTY 
T and lay dormant, and might for ever have 


remained ſo, had they not been awakened into 
Light, by the Appearance of your ſecond Editi- 


on with a Poſtſcript, wherein inſtead of ſoftning 


what you before ſent into the World, and acknow- 
ledging ſome Exceedings, you juſtify the whole 
both as to the Matter and Manner of it. 
MrhlNks by this time you might have been 
convinced of your Wrath, and Warmth ; ſure I 
am that within the compaſs of my Acquaintance, 
it has been generally, and very juſtly animadver- 
ted upon, with Cenſure and Cancern, as what had 
a Viſible Tendency , not to &tinguiſn, as might 
be wiſhed, but to blow the Flane, and perpetuate 
the ſealouſies and Diſtances, which have crampt 
and weaken'd our common Intereſt. And give 


me leave to ask you Sir, will it in theQpinion of 


the ſerious Part of Mankind, ſilence the Com- 
plaint, to lead your Readers into an Opinion that 


This is the Ræſult of Judgment? How far this Con- 


duct will give Weight to your Judgment, the im- 
partial Readers will determine. 1 heartily wiſh it 
e F 2 hag 
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G36) | 
bad lain buried, till all the fiery Particles of the 
Compoſition had fled off: and that your peacea- 
ble Inclinations had over-rul'd your Reſolution of 
Tending them to the Preſs. This might have pre- 
vented theſe Sheets appearing in public, and the 
juſt Reflections herein contained. 


Turk are two 'i hings which properly fall 


within the Deſign of this Eſſay to take Notice of, 
referr'd to in your Poſtſcript, and to examine what 
you have pleaded, in anſwer to the Charge of Falſ- 
hood in . Fatts, and Fallacy in Arguings, To the 
Charge of Falfpood inFatts, you anſwer in the P. S- 
That you. are conſcious of no wilful Fulſification, 

and eruly informed in whatever yo hide Whitten. upon 
rere 


War theſe Eudeavours taken to be truly in- 


Jermeũ are, I know not, but I think it might have 
been expected, that a Perfon of much lower De- 
grees of Underſtanding, would have taken a Me- 
hot of Information of what was done, and what 
Mr. Rouolds really intended in his Narrative, if 


it appeared of doubtful Signification, that is ver; 


obyidus; I mean, that a Letter to Mr, Reynold 

on the Subject would have ſet you right, and left 
no remaining Doubt, nor Room for random Mp 
poſitions, as real Facts. This Method ſure]; 

would not have been impruent, un-hrifian, or wn. 
righteous - Tho, I confeſs, it is not clear to me, 
that you would not have thought it a Work of Su- 
Pererogation, or an Inſtance of your great Conde- 
jet This might have ſaved you much un- 
een the ee of 
your Charge on your Brother, ſuppoſing that the 
manner bf is-Rapretion agtoizted. a double Con- 


Ie really ar a Loſs to recongile whit you 
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fipw plead in your Juſtification with your Decla- | 


e good Privng. Mr. AL Tov. oo 
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and that you have made it your Endeavour to be well 
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0 37.) | 
him, Mu knew there was u Truth it it, i. e. that 
Mr, Denbam ſubſcribed the Rull, conſequently Mr. 


Reynolgs's . That Mr. Denham had decla- 


red his Seum mentt of the Doctrine of the Trinity un- 


der his Hand, was not of doubtful Signification to 


you. This you knew, tho you were not ſo kind to 
let- the World know it, nor omit the keen Reflec- 


tion on Mr. Reynolds, founded on the Suppoſition 


of his aſſerting, or ſeeming to aſſert, that the Roll 
was ſubſcribed, as a Teſt of Orthodoxy, Whence 
all this Freedom? Why fo many Pages to debate 
and expoſe an Impertinence, which you knew had 
no Fquadation, but in your own Conſtruction? 
However you may think to ſhelter yourſelf under 
the Words, 1 ſuppoſe, I am apt to think, I am wot 
clear, &c. I leave the World to judge what Room 
there was for yan, even to ſappaſe a Fact, that you 
tuew was not aſſerted by Mr. Reynolds, and that 
really never was. If Mr. Reynolds Account wonld 
bear the Conſtruction you put upon it, as well as 
what he really intended, and was done, mi 

ou not with as much Eaſe and Honour, ſinee you 
— the Rall was not ſubſcribed, have undeccived 
thoſe, who had miſtaken the Senſe of rhe Phraſe 
(if chere were any ſuch) as to have confirmed 
them in a Miſtake, who-coald not imagine, that 
you were only talking upon it in a Banter. 
Bur to do Mr. Kcuolis Juſtiee, let us try what 
Weight there is in your Marginal Hint, pag. 25. 


Second Edition. A Max iy chu Speech may be 


faid to Jay, what he does wet expreſly aſſert, if tis 
ont are apt, aud ſeem deſgnad to comvey ſuch 4 


Ie by Seem defgued 10 convey ſuch a Mi you 
would ſuggeſt Mr. Reyolds deſign d, that the 


World ſhould think, that Mr. Denlam had - 
kribed the Roll, yeu ſurely take too much upon 


Nen, to pals ſuch a Cenſure, and impeach your 
Brother 8 Veracity, on ſuch a Suppoſition, as im- 


— — — — — * — ou ue rs ee g 


a <li or ont oe — ow wah — de —— 


—— 


(38) | 
plies your Knowledge of his ſecret Thoughts. Ts 
it juſt to lead your Readers into an Opinion, that 
this was Mr. Reynoldr's Meaning, and then to 
charge Falſhood in Faft upon him? Or is it be- 
coming your Character to ſuppoſe he deſign'd to 
convey a Lie, and to call it, as it would be, if 
it was ſo deſigned, real and groſs Calumny ? J hope 
you will ask Pardon of God, and that you will 
do it of your injured Brother for this Conduct. 
I take upon me to aſſure the World, that he had 
no ſuch Meaning, and that by Mr. Denham's gi- 
ving it under his Hand, he deſigned only to con- 
vey, that he had declared his Sentiments of the 
Doctrine of the Trinity under his Hand in a Let- 
ter, which was communicated to, and fatisfied the 

Body of the People. 5 N 
Ix you. mean that Mr. Reynolds's Words are apt, 
abſtracted from his Deſign to convey ſuch a Mean- 
ing, that Mr. Denham had ſet his Hand to the Sal- 
ters-Hall Roll. Is he anſwerable for the Miſtakes 
of an unwary Reader? Or is the Conſequence 
neceſlary, that becauſe ſome have miſunderſtood 
him, therefore the Words are apt of themſelves 
to convey ſuch a Meaning? By no means. May 
not the Miftake ariſe from a too ſuperficial Read- 
ing? But in order to judge aright in this Matter, 
let us compare the ſeveral Parts of this Narra- 
tive together. I cannot find, that throughout all 
that Part, which reſpects either the Conduct of 
the Society, or Mr. Denham's Compliance, that 
the Roll is ſo much as once mentioned, which 
Omiſſion can ſcarce be accounted for, if the Hiſ- 
torian had had it in his View : Beſides, why ſhould 
Nr. Reynolds inſert Mr. Denham's Readineſs at all 
times, when in a proper Manner called thereto to ſub- 

"faribe, if he had now done it: Will it not rather 
admit of this Conſtruction, that Mr. Denham did 
not now think himſelf called thereto in a proper 
manner, and therefore did not ſubſcribe, 1 

| | a woul 


C48) 
would doit when in a proper Manner called thereto 
he being judge? Beſide, I apprehend your Conftru- 
ction is ſubverting the natural and known uſe of 
the Words. Whoever till now imagined, that 
when a Perſon gave his Sentiments of the Doctrine 
of the Trinity under his Hand, that it was meant 
he ſubſcribed the Roll at Salters-Hall. If you have 
declared your Sentiment of that Doctrine under | 
your Hand to any Perſon, you are from that In- 
| , fant a Subſcriber of the Roll by the ſame Rule, 
ſuppoſing you are in the ſame Opinion. 5 
IT nave coMPARED P. 8 and 25 together, in 
Order to find out proper Conviction, to alter my 
Opinion of your 1 that Mr. Denham had 
Subſcribed the Roll, without any manner of Autho- 
rity from the Preface, but muſt own my ſelf very 
much diſapointed. In the firſt of theſe Pages we 
meet with this Paſſage, Were theſe Terms thoſe of 
the Articles, and Anſwers? This had been told, J 
am apt to think plainly, that is in expreſs Terms, had 
it been matter of Fact. This Period is introduced 
with one of the Terms of Art, frequently occur- 
ing in your Letter, I am apt to think, and as much 
implies a Doubt, as when you uſe another of them 
in the latter Page, I fel and in both, your at- 
tempt is to reduce Mr. Reynolds to an Abſurdity. 
In the firſt to an Abſurdity in Conduct, in the 
Second to an Abſurdity in Arguing. Have you aſ- 
ſerted any thing in P. 8. or in any Part of the fol- 
lowing one, where the Suppoſition is carried on, 
and reaſon d from? Or would the Reader be in- 
duced to make any other Concluſion then your 
own? Viz. 4 man I perceive will paſs Muſter then, 
though he do not fign the Roll, if he will do what is of 
equal Validity, It is an Inference drawn from the 
meer Poſſibility only, that the Roll was not ſubſcrib- * 
ed, and can't by any Rule of Conſtruction, poſſi- © . 
ble be brought to ſupport any Thing more, as is 
„„ ö abundantly 


ir will puzle al'your 


(4) 
abundantly e evident from P. 9. to which the Reader 


isrefer d. 
Hap Yoo p ffitively. told che V that the 


Rol was not fed and that e had 
amuſed the Reader by his Manner o de 
giving it under his Hund, it had been jut to 1 5 


| to it for your meaning; but J am at a alk t 


out a Reaſon why the meer Suppoſition F. 8. oy 


| be called in aid, to explain the Other, ecanſc the 
Litrer may with as mach juſtice de produced ro 


explain the Former, the Nt being e qually per- 
plexed, there being no ro the Ant. 1 
BVT IX F. 25. you arty matters much farther, 


an therefore thet it a much fairer Giſt to be 
V ang? of your meaning. There hon a that 
ar 
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, 1 Relation will not prove 7eal 
Calumm $ Relation of what? Why' that Me. 
Denham har ſubſcribed the Roll. Ir truſt refer to 
Subſcribing, elſe it was not tble'? it could have 
this Iſſue, and your Hope muſt b e needleſs and vain, 
and ſerve only to beget a'Sufpicion of your Bro- 


thers Veracity. 


In rats 5401 you 96 on in an 0 of ther 
Affair, in a Manner very ane ie Your In- 
tencion ſeems to be tö river the Belief thereof 


on your Reader by all 2 5 2 Path and t6 1 
by | 


ainſt the Charge of in F trin 
1 ſelf 8 8 J am not 4 t 70 hi, Is 


and Suppofes, aud out of ail 1 12 the ike: But 


wt L 


gen move a 1 5 Ache and wad, Pod er as 


it were wy the Hand, into the Chambers of Ima- 
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of the Drunkard;'. y 5 
Tuxs r Sir, are the Reaſons to ſuppcrt, what I 
have ſaid on the Charge of Falſhood in Facts in 
this Eſſay, which appears in my Apprehenſion, to 
a Demonſtration; and I think will do fo to every 
intelligent Perſon, that reads with Attention. I 
have herein endeavoured to vindicate the Veracity 
of Mr. Reynolds and do him publick Juſtice, as to 
his Character. And if at any time J ſhall fee Oc- 
caſion, and find Ground for it, I ſhall as chearfully 
. honour yours. It having been always my known 


: an injured Reputation. 


(ar). 


gery. The Body of that People were not ſatisfied, and 


then comes in an Aſſertion purely your own. T hey 
required he ſbould fign your Roll, and with this De- 
mand, he readily complied. And as if you were 


Conſcious to your ſelf of the apparent Deceit, and 


that your bare Word might be queſtioned, you pro- 


ceed to the laſt and boldeſt Step, and make a ſo- 
lemn Averment upon it in the ſtrongeſt Terms. 
Fhis is all naked Fact without the leaſt coloring or 
Art: Neither the People, nor their Miniſter are 
at all miſrepreſented. Strange Expreſſions! when 
you knew there was nothing in it, the People did 


never require it, Mr. Reynolds has not ſaid it, Mr. 
Denham has not done it, nor ſo much as ſeen the 


Rolf to this Days © 

Ix in all this you have been in Jeſt, I really think 
i: 18 with an edg'd Tool. When you had the Cha- 
racter of your Brother before you, you ought to 
have kept the Jeſt to fill up a Seaſon of private Di- 
verſion, leaſt it mould become a Part of the Song 


Principle, and Practice, to fupport and vindicate 


Tus ſecond thing J would obſerve, rer to 


in your Poſtſcript is, Fallacy in Arguings to overthrow 


the Rights of the People to the Sati faction pleaded for. 
I the firſt Edition of your Letter, the Argument 


flood thus. But in all Reaſon they-can have us Rigbt 
to demand Satis/attion, who have no Capacity tu receive 


bie in theſe Poiger 


Z ©» 


it; chat is that # Auiſter is Orthodox, ſo you explain 
it. In your ſecond Edition it is added to confirm 
Capacity they mantig h want, who da not know what is 


Ort hero Belig in the, Point, ee which Satiſ- 


Fattion is demanded, wr can diſtinguiſh between Truth 
and Error, or right Appreheufiun and wrong. Every one 
therefore, before he h have @ Right to demand this Sa- 
rigaldion, riuft lumſell be a right Believer, that is, Be 
malt have a right Unyderſeapding of the Doc trie, know = 

the Grounds en which he believes it, aud be 0 2 = | 
flitguiſh between Truth' aud Error... 
Turns Sir, are all general Terms to throw a 
Miſt before the Readers Eyes, and leave him to 
fix what Ideas he pleaſes to them, and will ſuit e- 
very Parron/of./Tysanvy, and Egeleſiaſtical Autho- 
rity in all Places, and in every Age, who, under the 


atuful Pretence, chat Perſons of different Sentiments 


in Religion, manifellih want n Capatity to know-what 
is Orthodox-Belief, or to Fs ay Truth and 
Error; will deny the Right to gatisfaction. All the 
abſurd Superſiitions of che Church of Rome, on 
this Pretence, ate not to be refuſed by the poor Peo- 
ple, nor have they auy-Right ro be Jatizfed either as Alen 
or as Chriſtiats, about the lawfulngeis. of Submiſſion 
to their peculiar Foppeties, becauſe they Mani- 
fel want @ Capacity to know what, i Orthodox Be- 
vor ban in theſe Particulars 
diftinguifh between ruth and. Error. This Scheme 
may indeed ſecure a blind Submiſſion, and 
:tead. the World into the higheſt Degrees of 
Stupidity and Ignorance; and if to this Prin- 
eiple we annex the Power of the Inquiſition, no 
doubt it will have a natural Tendency to enlarge 
the Capacity of the People, ſo far, at leaſt, as 
may in Fact obkge them to coraply, as what is fit 
: wy | proper, only, to fectre them from ſuch arm- 


* 


ed Auhority; but methinks it will look very auk- 


ward to adopt it into, and. make it a Part of a 
| | Proteſtant 


ef Nn 
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Progeſignt Sy Syſtem of Canons. Forgive me, Sir, 


if ask you one Queſtion, becauſe from any Thing 


: / you have here Hil wo an not cletir in it, who are the 


Perfons, who do not know what is Qrthodox Be- 


lief, or who cannot diftiii wiſh between Truth avd 
8 Error? A Are there any or Bone who; have a right Lu- 


the Doctrine of the Goſpel, kuow the 


Grountls on which they believe them, aud are able to di- 


finge ifh between Tritth and Error. If this is to be 
he pre eſent Criterion, and flich"a manifeſt Frath, 


17 c i will not be difficult to point aut the Men of this 
Capacity; other wife the Chriſtian People, will be 


equally at a Lofs now as before, about this Right 
ry Sat faction, unless you thi nk you are all this 
ime ſpeakitig to a Company of Idiots, who will be 
Sarixfed witt this sHeral Acecint. They have nu 
Capacity to receiue it, that a Ks b rs wks 
have nd | Gapgely: n 
WIATREVEIA Capacities. any dave; they are 
to be uſed in the beſt Manner they ean, and were 
giren them God to guide them, and to judge 
of his Will cotitained in the Scriptures. If this 
is ngt true, it will be neceſfary to look after, and 
ſettle on one whoſe Capacitiès are large enough 
to determine in all Caſes ; till this Choice is made, 
and. ths Parſon enthrories, it will be much more 
decent and becotnitis A Chriſtian, -and Proteftant 


Divine to allow, that erery Man has a Right to 
demand Satisfackion, who has mide a ſineere nſe 


of his Capacity, in ſettling h his Belief of rhe D- 


| Etrines the Goſp el. 


Fuß Rights of the People have no iniicailary 
Sion with Truth, untefs' they are allowed 
ro £0 PAR what is Lfuth; bur on this Suppatttion, 
rgument loſes all its Force. It will- cheñ 

How, that whatever the People ſhall judge to he 


Truth! after an honeſt Examination, accortting to 
the belt of their e wy have A ow £9 
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be ſatisſied about it, but this is neither Hrudent 
non Chriſtian accord ing to your Principle. 
Ix this Right to Sati gaction is neceſſarily connec- 

ted with, and muſt be limited by Truth, or that 
no one has a Rigi to Satigaction, but thoſe on- 
ly, whoſe Ideas actually agree with the Original 


Meaning; and Intention of the Revealer, or as 


you expreſs it, are right Believers, I fear we ſhall. 
be involved in the ſame Difficulty as before, to 

determine, who thoſe right Believers are, becauſe it 
is very evident, that Perſons of all Denominati- 
ons claim to themſelves this Capacity and Privilege, 
only with this Difference in Expreſſion, ſome ſay 
they are infallible, and cannot err, others that they 
are always in the right, and never do err, and with 
this Pretence engroſs all Right to Satisfaction to 
themſelves, and injuriouſly 55 it to all others, 
who may happen to diſagree with their received 


Notions, or can't think as they do. 


War if you and 1 ſhould lay our Heads together, 
and try the Force of this Argument to juſtify, our 


Reformation from Popery. Will not a Papiſt aſ- 


ſert with as much Aflurance, as you can be Ma- 
Ker of, that the-Proteſtant is not capable to. recerve 
Sati gaction concerning the Orthodoxy of the 
Church, in the Points diſputed? What Anſwer 
on your general Principle ſhall be given? It ſure- 
ly will be nothing tô the Purpoſe to reply, that 
the Proteſtant is à right. Believer : becauſe this will 


amount to no more than your Lea, and his Nay; 


nor will it ſatisfy: him to aſſert, that the latter 
knows what is Orthodox Belief, and can diſtinguiſh 
berween Truth and Error, in the controverted 
Points, and therefore has a Right to Satisfaction; 
for the Abſurdity will be the ſame as before: nor 
do I ſee how, from any thing you have ſaid, this 
Circulation can be ſtopft. 3 
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* .I requires, Sir, ſomgthing more than a Set of 


8 Terms, or your meer Aſiertion to ſupport 
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. 
this Propoſition. That every one, before he can have 
a Right to demand Satisfattion, muſt himſelf be a right 
Believer. For as the Acceptableneſs of our Faich 
does not abſolutely depend on the actual Agree- 
ment of our Ideas, with the Intention of the Re- 
vealer, becauſe then no Error at all will be excu- 
ſed, or it will be incumbent to ſhow what. theſe 
excuſable Errors are; fo the Perſon, acting in Sin- 
cerity, yet miſtaken, has a Right to conduct him 
ſelf according to his beſt Capacity, ſtill ſubmitting 
' himſelf to further Light, and Evidence. I can 
find no'Medium between the Right of every Man's 
judging of the Doctrines of the Goſpel, and of 
conducring himſelf accordingly, and the Obliga- 
tion of ſubmitting to the Authority and Deter- 
minations of others. All the Doctrines of the 
- Chriſtian Revelation are propos'd to all alike, and 
are to be examined and aſſented to in Proportion 
to the apprehended Degree of Evidence, taking 
in all proper Aſſiſtances to underderſtand them a- 
right, whatever Impfreſſions there are on the Judg- 
ment concerning theſe Doctrines, it is admitted, 
it makes no manner of 'alteration' in the Nature 
of Things, nor poſſibly can do ſo, yer the Judg- 
ment thus inform'd, will ſupport the Perſon's Right 
to act agreeable thereto. It is allowed to be of 
the utmoſt Importance to uſe our beſt Endeavours 
to judge aright, but in caſe of an involuntary Mi- 
ſtake, the Society have the ſame natural Rights 
as others, who may think otherwiſe; nor can I 
think it reconcileable with the Notions we have of 
God, that an honeſt, tho erroneous Chriſtian ſhall 
be condemned for refuſing Communion with that 
Church or Miniſter, where the DcErines of the 
_ Goſpel does not appear to him to be taught, what- 
ever his Capacities are ſuppoſed to be. 
ARE not all the Controverſies among the ſeve- 
ral Denominations of Chriſtians an Appeal to the 
Capacities, whether ſuppoſed: to be inferior or ſu- 
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| of the Orthodox and Arian Scheme? Ate 12 7 
all calculated to convince and oy the fold. 
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of the Truth and Reaſonableneſs of their xeſſ . 
tive Sentiments? Now to what Purpoſe has this, 
or any other Doctrine been debated, if when Per- 
ſons are convinced, that either the one or the o- 


ther is Scriptural, and of Importance to Religi- 


on, they have no Right to be ſatisfied, whether 
theſe ſhall be preached and inculcated 25 the. 
Truths of revealed Religion. 

Tavs, Sir, I have conſidered the Additional 
Reaſonings of your Second Edition, as referr'd to 
in your Poſtſcript, and ſhall think my ſelf obliged 
to examine any Thing material, which you . ſhall 
think fit to reply, or own my Conviction: but if 
you ſhall judge it worth your while to Remark on 
the ſuppoſed Inpertinence of the Conduct of the 
Society, I ſhall not trouble my ſelf or the World 
with any further Notice of 1. Facts are as theß 
are, and.gan't be otherwiſe, and therefore thall 
refer them to che . and 13 of 


others. 
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